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Mr. Arthur Rodarte  has been on Kit Carson Electric’s Board of Trustees 
since May of 1984.  He represents District 3 which includes, Ojo Caliente, La 
Madera, El Rito, Vallecitos, Carson, Tres Piedras and surrounding areas.  Dur-
ing Art’s tenure, he has served in many leadership roles with the Cooperative 
including President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary for the Board of 

Trustees.  Art  has also represented Kit Carson as its representative on the Board of Trustees of the New Mexico Rural Electric Co-
operative Association (NMRECA) in 2004.   Art  has also served as the Alternate Representative for the NMRECA Board.   Art  
also served on the Board of Directors of Tri-State Generation & Transmission Association in 2001 and as Plain Generation & 
Transmission Alternate in 1988, 1993 and 1999.    
Art’s  primary goal is to meet all the Cooperative’s financial and operational requirements while supplying the most safe, reliable, 
affordable and competitive electric service that the Cooperative can deliver to our Member/Owners.  Additionally, another goal is 
to offer competitive products, which will enhance the quality of life while establishing economic development opportunities for our 
members and to provide competitive propane, internet and telecommunication services.  Kit Carson has always been committed to 
change and adapt its business strategy to benefit the members.  Art has been instrumental in the completion of the Ojo Caliente 
transmission line and substation.  This project will provide enhanced reliability to members of Ojo Caliente, Carson, Tres Piedras, 
Vallecitos and surrounding areas.  Art  has also been instrumental in forming Kit Carson Propane and Kit Carson Telecommunica-
tions.  Kit Carson Propane has saved consumers approximately $20,411,127.00 since 2000.  To better serve the members in the 
West, Art was integral in establishing a district office in Ojo Caliente which also doubles as a community meeting place.  Kit Car-
son Internet was formed to make available internet access to Rural North Central New Mexico utilizing the most current technolo-
gies available that will allow residents, school districts and businesses to be better prepared to compete in today's business environ-
ment. He was also active in cooperation with the Taos Business Alliance and other community organizations to create more jobs 
for our citizens   Kit Carson built an addition to their headquarters for a call center.  Interested in preserving a healthy environment, 
Art supported the Green Power Program.  Kit Carson Electric was the first New Mexico Cooperative offering the Green Power 
Option to its members. Kit Carson offers 100 kWh blocks of wind generated energy to customers who prefer to use alternative en-
ergy. Art  is an accredited Trustee.  He earned the National Credentialed Cooperative Director Certificate (CCD) in November 
1999.  The CCD Program curriculum consists of five courses designed to provide the basic knowledge and skills required of coop-
erative trustees.  He also earned the National Board Leadership Certificate (BLC) in November 1996.  The BLC Program consists 
of issue and skill based courses for trustees. Art  has obtained a Bachelor Degree from New Mexico State University in Business 
Administration and has been an active member in the community for many years. He has a wide-ranging background of experience 
in business and community service. He is currently the Assessor for Rio Arriba County.   Art served as a State Senator representing 
Rio Arriba, Los Alamos and Santa Fe counties.  Art  also served as a County Commissioner for 2 terms and also was the Rio Arriba 
County Manager. With the unfortunate planned job reduction at the Los Alamos labs, Art believes that is an opportunity to utilize 
the talent at the Labs to promote renewable energy and energy efficiency programs and products in collaboration with Northern 
New Mexico Community College, Nature’s Accents and youth groups such as FFA. Art  recently announced his candidacy for the 
New Mexico Public Regulation Commission seat for District 3.    The NMPRC regulates the utilities, telecommunications, motor 
carriers and insurance industries to ensure fair and reasonable rates, and to assure reasonable and adequate services to the public as 
provided by law.  The PRC also has responsibility for the State Fire Marshal's Office, the Firefighter Training Academy, Pipeline 
Safety and the registration of all corporations doing business in New Mexico. Art and Isabel, his wife of 36 years, reside in Ojo 

Caliente.  They are blessed with a son, Mark; two daughters, Crystal and Melody; and one 
grandson, Joshy.  With his emphasis on placing the people’s interests first, Art  is commit-
ted to serve the membership, and encourages them to contact him with any questions. 

Art Rodarte - Board of Trustees (District 3) 
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Kit Carson Electric Cooperative (KCEC) reminds its members of the  Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) that is offered through funding by the 
State of New Mexico. If you are on a limited income, and feel that you qualify, you can pick up 

an application at the Cooperative and apply for the energy assistance  Customer Service Reps are available to help 
answer questions and offer account history information on electric accounts that is required in accordance with the program’s 

guidelines for qualifying purposes. The program’s cycle for funding allotments each year is October 1st through September 
30th; so now is the time to check if you meet the program criteria and qualify for assistance with your electric bill. 

Kit Carson Electric is in the process of moving forward with the 2008 Members 
Helping Members Program. The program is a community service program developed to gather voluntary contributions from 
participating members in order to have assistance available for those members within our service area who need help with pay-
ing their energy bill. The design of the program is such as not to incur a huge burden on participants, however, your support 
CAN make a huge difference in the well-being of someone less fortunate. We encourage those members who are financially 
able, to consider supporting the Members Helping Members Program through ongoing participation.  
For information about either of these programs, please contact Kit Carson Electric at (575) 758-2258 or 1-800-688-6780. 

District 1 
Michael Arguello (Ranchos De Taos, NM) 
(Secretary)  
Francis Cordova (El Prado, NM) 
Manuel Medina (Taos, NM)  
(Vice-President) 
Luisa Valerio-Mylet (Pot Creek, NM)  
 

 
District 2 
Robert “Bobby” Ortega (Questa, NM) 
(President) 
Virgil Martinez (Cerro, NM) 
 
District 3 
Arthur Rodarte (Ojo Caliente, NM)   
   

District 4 
Ambrose Mascarenas (Llano, NM) 
Cristobal Duran (Penasco, NM) 
 
District 5 
Tim Cottam (Angel Fire, NM) 
(Treasurer)  
Jerry Smith (Ocate, NM)               
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Main Office: (575) 758-2258/ 1-800-688-6780 Customer Service: 751-9064/1-800-944-8159   
Customer Service Fax: 758-4611 Administration Fax: 758-4890  Automated System: 751-8132   
Power Outages/Service Interruptions: (575) 758-2258  Emergency Line-locates: 1-800-688-6780 ext. 173   

Questa Satellite Office: (575) 586-2113  Peñasco Satellite Office: (575) 587-1900  Ojo Caliente Satellite Office: (575) 583-2072   
New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (PERA Building): 1-800-947-4722���
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Jerry Smith has been on Kit Carson Electric’s Board of Trustees since September of 2001 and 
is currently serving his second consecutive term as Trustee.  He represents District 5 which 
includes, Angel Fire, Eagle Nest, Black Lake, Idlewild, Lakeview Pines, Ute Park, and sur-
rounding areas.  Since his election Jerry has served as Board President in 2002-03, Treasurer in 
2006 and is currently serving on the Board of Directors of Tri-State Generation & Transmis-
sion Association. 
Jerry was born and raised in Texas and spent his working career employed with TU Electric 
(TUE); where he gave 38 years of service. He began his career with TUE as a meter reader, 
and advanced through the organization, retiring as Systems Operation Manager in the fall of 

1999 from TUE Southern Region. Upon his retirement, Jerry moved to Moreno Valley (Black Lake area) where he currently 
resides.  
Along with 38 years of experience in the electric utility industry, Jerry brings to the board a broad range of community-based 
experience, which stems from his involvement in numerous organizations, including the Lions Club, where he served as 
President for two terms; his participation in the Wylye High School Band Boosters Club for 6 years; and his service on the 
Parks Board for the city of Wylie, TX and Angel Fire Search and Rescue where he served as President.  
Jerry shares a common interest with his fellow Board of Trustees; which is to ensure that the the Cooperative provides the 
most reliable, safe and cost-effective electric service possible to it’s member-owners. He also strives to do his part to contrib-
ute in meeting the demands of our ever-changing electric utility industry. Jerry also supports the initiatives in which the Co-
operative has undertaken to promote Renewable Energy and encourages all members to become involved in these and other 
projects that KCEC is involved. 
Jerry has three grown daughters; Lisa, Jerellen and Margaret, who all reside in Texas. Jerry is proud to serve on the Board of 
Trustees at Kit Carson Electric; and encourages members to contact him with any questions or concerns regarding the opera-
tions of the Co-op.   

The KCE Monthly Board Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Boardroom of the Cooperative in Taos. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend. For 

questions, please contact Kit Carson Electric at (575) 758-2258. 
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Jerry Smith  
Board of Trustees (District 5) 


