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As we move forward in 2008, we approach February and what a harsh 
winter it has been so far. The fact that fuel prices don’t seem to stabilize 

has made it even more difficult for all of us.  This month I want to mention four programs that we will be working on with refer-
ence to the membership.  They are the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) – winter moratorium, the 
Members Helping Members Program, Energy Efficiency and some Community Meetings that we will be hosting throughout our 
service area.  I want to remind  you of  (LIHEAP) that is offered through funding by the State of New Mexico. If you are on a 
limited income, and feel that you may qualify, you can pick up an application at the Cooperative and apply for energy assistance 
through the Human Services Department. Our Customer Service Representatives are available to help answer questions and offer 
account history information on electric and propane accounts that is a requisite in accordance with the program’s guidelines for 
qualifying purposes. The program’s cycle for funding allotments each year is October 1st of each year through September 30th of 
the following year, so now is the time to check if you meet the programs criteria and qualify for assistance with your electric bill. 
The telephone number for LIHEAP is 575-758-8804, I encourage you to call now. The moratorium issued under house bill 538 
does not allow a utility to disconnect service to a LIHEAP qualifying member during the months of November 15, through March 
15, of the winter season. Providing the account is not past due as of November 15, 2007. However, a member will be accountable 
for any monies owed for usage after March 15, but will be allowed to make arrangement to pay the difference.  I encourage those 
of you that think you may qualify to look into the program. Again our Customer Service Representatives are available to give you 
information to start the process.  We also have LIHEAP forms available at the cooperative and satellite offices.   
 
In December of 2007 the Kit Carson Electric Board of Directors unanimously approved $10,000.00 to place in the Members 
Helping Members fund to kick off the 2008 Members Helping Members Program. The program will work as a community ser-
vice program developed to obtain voluntary contributions from participating members in order to have assistance available for 
those members within our service area who need help with paying their energy bill. The design of the program is such as not to 
incur a huge burden on participants, however, your support CAN and WILL make a huge difference in the well-being of someone 
less fortunate. We encourage those members who are financially able, to consider supporting the Members Helping Members 
Program through ongoing participation. Any contributions made in excess of your monthly bill will be deposited into the special 
Members Helping Members account along with all other participating member amounts. Donations will then be available to the 
members in need. Members applying for assistance will be required to fill out an application to determine eligibility. Qualifica-
tions and guidelines will be similar to what is now used by the LIHEAP program.  A small donation to your bill could make a 
huge difference for those less fortunate.   
 
Although these programs are and excellent source of help, the one thing we can all do is be as energy efficient as possible. Being 
energy efficient reduces the cost of energy no matter what resource you use, be it electric, propane, or natural gas.  Kit Carson 
Electric offers electric energy efficient heating products and water heaters with great R-factors. We also have Compact Fluores-
cent Light bulbs available at reduced rates. These products together with the Time Of Use rates can save a significant amount on 
the monthly bill. Checking for air infiltration around door ways and windows and using caulking around pipes as well a lowering 
the heater thermostat by 5 degrees can also save on monthly energy bills. I encourage you to call and talk to our Public Relations 
Manager to get some ideas on saving energy.  Finally, I together with my senior staff will be hosting community meetings 
throughout our service area to further discuss these items.  Meetings will be announced on the radio and via the Voice Responder 
System.  When you get a call from the cooperative please make note of the dates and times the meetings will be hosted in your 
respective areas. I encourage members to attend these meetings as they give us an opportunity to hear your comments and to visit 
with you at the same time. 
 

Sincerely,  
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Kit Carson Electric Cooperative (KCEC) reminds its members that have children in 
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade elementary schools within Kit Carson Electric Co-ops ser-
vice area to have their child participate in the Kit Carson Electric Safety Coloring Con-
test. Your child’s school will receive a presentation on electrical safety presented by 
our Director of Safety on the hazards of electricity. He will present coloring contest 

posters to the teachers. Your child can participate by coloring the safety poster and then submit it to their respective teacher.  Posters will 
then be collected by our Safety Director and one poster from each class will be selected based on the criteria which will be on the back of 
the poster.  The selected posters will be judged by English teachers and the overall winning poster from Kit Carson Electric Schools will 
be submitted to compete with the statewide top finalist.  That poster will compete against 15 other selected participants from through out 
the state of New Mexico and the overall winner from the state will win an all expense paid trip to Washington D.C. including flight and 
rooms for the child and his/her parents or a $2000.00 savings bond. The other selected participants will receive a tee-shirt and a $25.00 
check which will be awarded at our cooperatives annual meeting in June.    

District 1 
Michael Arguello (Ranchos De Taos, NM) 
(Secretary)  
Francis Cordova (El Prado, NM) 
Manuel Medina (Taos, NM)  
(Vice-President) 
Luisa Valerio-Mylet (Pot Creek, NM)  
 

 
District 2 
Robert “Bobby” Ortega (Questa, NM) 
(President) 
Virgil Martinez (Cerro, NM) 
 
District 3 
Arthur Rodarte (Ojo Caliente, NM)   
   

 District 4 
 Ambrose Mascarenas (Llano, NM) 
 Cristobal Duran (Penasco, NM) 
 
 District 5 
 Tim Cottam (Angel Fire, NM) 
 (Treasurer)  
 Jerry Smith (Ocate, NM)               
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Main Office: (575) 758-2258/ 1-800-688-6780 Customer Service: 751-9064/1-800-944-8159   
Customer Service Fax: 758-4611 Administration Fax: 758-4890  Automated System: 751-8132   
Power Outages/Service Interruptions: (575) 758-2258  Emergency Line-locates: 1-800-688-6780 ext. 173   

Questa Satellite Office: (575) 586-2113  Peñasco Satellite Office: (575) 587-1900  Ojo Caliente Satellite Office: (575) 583-2072   
New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (PERA Building): 1-800-947-4722���
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WE TOLD YOU SO :  EFFECTIVE February 4, 2008 the Kit Carson Electric Green power 100 kWh block rate has been reduced 
from $2.50 per block to $.40 cents per block. As we mentioned before, the more people contribute to the program, the more the price per 
block will be reduced, and so be it. I encourage those of you that are currently purchasing green power blocks from Kit Carson Electric to 
increase the number of blocks to your current dollar contribution and those of you that are not participating to begin doing so now.  For 
more information or to increase your green power blocks please call, Kit Carson Electric Customer Service Department @ 575-758-2258. 

A reminder to all High School Juniors, I encourage you to participate in the 2008 Government In 
Action Youth Tour essay-writing contest - essays are due no later than February 29, 2008. The essays 

must be post-marked or handed in to your  Junior Counselor. The criteria for participation is as follows: An 
approximately 700-word essay is to be written on the topic - “How can Kit Carson Electric meet its future 
energy obligations without using traditional resources?”40% of the grade 

will be on the knowledge of the subject, 30% on originality, 10% on composition, 10% on neat-
ness and 10% on grammar. An attachment must be submitted with the essay, including your name, 

parents name, address, telephone number and school information (name, address and telephone number); it 
is important information that is needed in case you are selected a winner. So go ahead; challenge yourself! 
It’s a chance of a lifetime to win an all expense-paid trip to Washington D.C.  For more information re-
garding the criteria of Government In Action Youth Tour program, call Kit Carson Electric and ask to 
speak with someone in the  Public Relations Department. You’ll be glad you did! 

Kit Carson Electric Cooperative offers a one-time $1,000.00 scholarship available to High 
School Seniors, to be paid to the recipient at the start of the Fall College semester. The 
scholarship is available to qualified students who attend either a public or private school 
and whose parents are members of the Kit Carson Electric Cooperative, Inc.  and reside 
within the service area of the Cooperative.  A “public or private school” includes a pub-

lic, charter, Christian or parochial school or a student who has successfully completed a home-school program. Scholarships are 
to be granted to attend a recognized and accredited institution of higher education. The applicant must be of good character as evidenced 
by at least one (1) letter of recommendation from teachers, principals, counselors, etc. from the schools they are currently attending. Ap-
plicant must make his/her arrangements for an official transcript of school record to be provided to the Kit Carson Electric Education 
Foundation, Inc. by the high school. Applicant must demonstrate a coherent degree plan and willingness to pursue a course of higher 
learning. Applications must be postmarked no later than April 11, 2008.  If any of the documentation requested is not provided by the 
deadline date, you will be ineligible to receive a scholarship.  Awards will be announced within thirty (30) days of the deadline date. Ap-
plicant must provide an original class schedule from the college or school they will be attending to Margaret Gonzales, Executive Secre-
tary of Kit Carson Electric Cooperative, Inc. for verification before monies will be disbursed. 


