
In the August 2009 edition of Get-

ting Connected, Kit Carson Elec-

tric Cooperative (KCEC) dis-

cussed Energy Independence Day. 

On July 1, 2009 KCEC along with 

UNM-Taos hosted the event. I am 

proud to announce that the 500 kW 

solar array is in operation.  The 

solar array will provide 100% of 

the power needs for the Klauer campus, which 

once again makes UNM-Taos the first community 

college in the nation to be completely powered by 

solar energy.  The 3 ½ acre solar array contains 

approximately 2,700 photovoltaic panels and will 

generate 500 kilowatts of power---more than 

enough to serve all the power needs of the UNM-

Taos campus. Any additional power will go back 

into the electric grid for use by Kit Carson Electric 

Cooperative customers. The solar panels are 

mounted on a tracking system which tracks the sun 

from east to west daily - meaning it follows the 

path of the sun, remaining perpendicular to the 

suns location in the sky; to generate maximum so-

lar power.  At the end of the day, the panels reset 

to the east, awaiting sunrise the next day. The fa-

cility will support both the UNM-Taos green jobs 

initiative and academic courses in sustainability. 

KCEC will continue to provide our cost-saving 

information to you while we pursue our solar-

energy goals. Congress has passed several eco-

nomic stimulus packages, which include several 

provisions modifying and expanding the scope of 

energy efficiency and renewable energy incen-

tives. Upgrades on existing homes, heating, cool-

ing, water heating equipment, solar photovoltaic, 

and also plug in vehicles are just some of the 

many notable incentives.   

 

 With energy efficiency and renewable 

energy in mind, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-

sack announced on September 2, 2009 that the 

USDA is providing more than $13 million in 

loans and grants for 233 renewable energy pro-

jects in 38 states under the Rural Energy for 

America Program (REAP). The funding is to aid 

in the reduction of foreign oil and also to 

strengthen our national economy. The funding 

will also expand the renewable energy in Amer-

ica, which is a key part of the nationôs long-term 

strategy for continued economic prosperity and 

energy independence. The loan guarantees and 

grants can be used for renewable energy systems, 

energy efficiency improvements, and energy au-

dits.  

 

 The funding of each recipient is contin-

gent upon the receipt, meeting the conditions of 

the grant or loan agreement. I am very proud to 

announce that KCEC received $100,000. KCEC 

is the only Cooperative in the state of New Mex-

ico to have received a grant.  

Once again it has been an honor to present you 

with valuable information and updates on how 

we are working to serve you, our members.  

Sincerely, 

Luis Reyes, CEO 
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OPERATIONS  

Main Office: (575) 758-2258/ 1-800-688-6780  

Customer Service: (575) 751-9064/ 1-800-944-8159   

Customer Service Fax: (575)758-4611 Administration Fax: 758-4890  

 Automated System: 751-8132                 Angel Fire:  (575) 377-1137 

 Power Outages/Service Interruptions: (575) 758-2258   

Emergency Line-locates: 1-800-688-6780 ext. 173   

Questa Satellite Office: (575) 586-2113   Peñasco Satellite Office: (575) 587-1900    

 Ojo Caliente Satellite Office: (575) 583-2072   

New Mexico Public Regulatory Commission (PERA Building): 1-800-947-4722 

Learn more about Ki t  Carson Electr ic on the Internet at:  Learn more about Ki t  Carson Electr ic on the Internet at:  Learn more about Ki t  Carson Electr ic on the Internet at:  
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Notice of Winter Shut -off Protection  

Mapping Area Dates
1 Angel Fire September 1-4

2 Eagles Nest September 7-9

3 Red River September 10-14

2 Taos Ski Valley September 15-18

3 Questa September 21-25

4 Northern Taos County September 28-29

5 Eastern Rio Arriba County & Western Taos County September 30-Oct. 2

6 Ranchos De Taos October 5-7

7 Taos October 7-9

8 Rio Lucio October 12-13

9 Chamisal October 14-15

10 South of Chamisal October 16-17

11 Penasco October 19-20

12 South of Penasco October 21-23

13 Vadito October 26-27

14 East of Vadito October 28-30

Kit Carson Electric will be doing tree trimming main-

tenance on the electric lines. On 8/17/09 thru 

8/28/09 the Tree Trimming crews started in Eagle 

Nest and the Ute Park areas. On 8/31/09 thru 

9/11/09 the crews will continue to the Red River 

area. The crews will then move on to the Questa area 

from 9/14/09 thru 10/02/09.  If you have any ques-

tions regarding the Tree Trimming Schedule please 

do not hesitate to give us a call.  

òProtection from winter shut-off begins November 15, 2009".  To 
avoid potential disconnection of services please contact the Human 
Service Department for eligibility information for the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) at 1-800-283-
4465.  Your service will not be disconnected from November 15, 2009 
thru March 15, 2010, if you qualify for LIHEAP and have no past due 
amount or are making the agreed upon payments.  Para informacion 
in espanol llame 575-758-2258 or 1-800-688-6780. 
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gram is for existing Wildblue customers. If you have Wildblue you can 
refer a friend and receive a $50 credit towards your next bill. There is no 
limit on how many people you refer. The customer does however have to 
sign up and get installed with Wildblue. Our friendly staff will be more 
than happy to answer any questions you may have. 

KCEC contractors will be conducting an 
Electric Facilities inventory of the entire sys-
tem beginning the first week in September, 
and are expected to continue through No-
vember 2009.  Members may see a black 
Volkswagen beetle or white SUV with survey 
and remote sensing equipment attached to 
the top of the rig.  The vehicles will have Kit 
Carson Electric signs on the doors. The field 
contractors will be carrying identification that 
indicates they are working on the Kit Carson 
Electric System. The vehicles may briefly ac-
cess driveways to get as close as possible to 
the electric facilities.  This process of map-
ping will help Kit Carson better serve our 
customers.  If you have questions please call 
Alex Romero, Chief Operating Officer  at 
KCECs project manager (575) 613-2491. 
(Please find the list of areas we will be map-
ping in the approximate order we expect to 
visit them.  The schedule is preliminary in 
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downtime, however it is a good estimate of 
what we expect to achieve.) 
  
 


